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Coast Guard, DHS § 67.01–15 

Subpart 67.01—General 
Requirements 

§ 67.01–1 Scope. 

(a) The regulations in this part pre-
scribe the obstruction lights and sound 
signals to be operated as privately 
maintained maritime aids to naviga-
tion on the artificial islands and struc-
tures which are erected on or over the 
seabed and subsoil of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf and in the waters under 
the jurisdiction of the United States, 
for the purpose of exploring for, devel-
oping, removing and transporting re-
sources therefrom. 

(b) Subpart 66.01 in Part 66 of this 
subchapter shall be applicable to all 
private aids to navigation erected on or 
over the Outer Continental Shelf in the 
same manner and to the same extent as 
they are applicable to private aids to 
navigation established, erected, or 
maintained in the waters under the ju-
risdiction of the United States. 

§ 67.01–5 Definitions. 

(a) Structures. The term ‘‘structures’’ 
as used in this part shall include all 
fixed structures, temporary or perma-
nent, for which a Corps of Engineers’ 
permit is issued. It shall include, but is 
not necessarily limited to, all drilling 
platforms, Mobile Offshore Drilling 
Units (MODUs) when attached to the 
bottom, production platforms, quarters 
platforms, pipe line riser platforms, 
manifold platforms, loading platforms, 
boat landings, caissons, well protective 
structures, tank battery barges sub-
merged on station, drilling barges sub-
merged on location, breakwater barges 
submerged on location, artificial is-
lands and all other piles, pile clusters, 
pipes, or structures erected in the wa-
ters. 

(b) Class ‘‘A’’, ‘‘B’’, or ‘‘C’’ structures. 
The term ‘‘Class A, B, or C structures’’ 
refers to the classification assigned to 
structures erected in areas in which 
corresponding requirements for mark-
ing are prescribed. 

(c) Line of demarcation. The term 
‘‘line of demarcation’’ means the divid-
ing line used administratively to dis-
tinguish between the areas in which 
structures shall conform to Class ‘‘A’’ 
and Class ‘‘B’’ or ‘‘C’’ requirements. 

(d) Outer Continental Shelf. The term 
‘‘Outer Continental Shelf’’ means all 
submerged lands lying seaward and 
outside the area of lands beneath navi-
gable waters as defined in the Sub-
merged Lands Act (sec. 2, 67 Stat. 29, 43 
U. S. C. 1301), and of which the subsoil 
and seabed appertain to the United 
States and are subject to its jurisdic-
tion and control. 

(e) Reliable operation. The term ‘‘reli-
able’’ as used in this part shall mean 
that dependability which will insure to 
the highest degree reasonably possible 
the uninterrupted operation of lights 
and sound signals as private aids to 
navigation for safety of marine com-
merce. 

(f) Sound signal. The term ‘‘sound sig-
nal’’ as used in this part shall mean the 
audible sound signal, authorized as a 
private aid to navigation, to mark a 
structure for the safety of marine com-
merce whenever the visibility has been 
reduced by fog, mist, rain, falling snow, 
smoke, dust, or other phenomena. 

[CGFR 58–17, 23 FR 3377, May 20, 1958, as 
amended by CGFR 63–18, 28 FR 4026, Apr. 14, 
1963; USCG–2001–10714, 69 FR 24983, May 5, 
2004] 

§ 67.01–10 Delegation of functions. 
The Coast Guard District Com-

mander may delegate the authority for 
performing inspections, enforcement, 
and administration of regulations to 
any civilian or military position in the 
Coast Guard. 

[USCG–2001–10714, 69 FR 24983, May 5, 2004] 

§ 67.01–15 Classification of structures. 
(a) When will structures be assigned to 

a Class? The District Commander will 
assign structures to Class A, B, or C as 
part of processing an application for a 
permit to establish and operate lights 
and sound signals. 

(b) In general, where will the different 
classes of structures be located? Specific 
criteria in paragraph (c) of this section 
may create exceptions, but, in general, 
structures the farthest from shore are 
likely to be assigned to Class A and re-
quired to have obstruction lights and 
sound signals that can be detected 
from the farthest distance. Structures 
closest to shore are likely to be as-
signed to Class C and, while subject to 
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requirements to ensure that they are 
also detectable from a safe distance 
away, will be required to have the least 
powerful obstruction lights or sound 
signals. The location and standards for 
Class B structures will generally be in 
between Class A and C structures. 

(c) What criteria will be used to classify 
structures? When assigning a structure 
to a class, the District Commander will 
take into consideration whether a line 
of demarcation has been prescribed, 
and matters concerning, but not nec-
essarily limited to, the dimensions of 
the structure and the depth of water in 
which it is located, the proximity of 
the structure to vessel routes, the na-
ture and amount of vessel traffic, and 
the effect of background lighting. 

(1) If a line of demarcation has been 
prescribed, the District Commander 
will assign those structures seaward of 
the line of demarcation to Class A. He 
or she will assign all structures shore-
ward of the line of demarcation to ei-
ther Class B or Class C, unless the Dis-
trict Commander determines under 
§ 67.05–25 that the structure should be 
assigned to Class A because of the 
structure’s proximity to a navigable 
channel, fairway or line of demarca-
tion. 

(2) If a line of demarcation has not 
been prescribed, the District Com-
mander will assign a structure to Class 
A, B, or C as he or she deems appro-
priate. 

[USCG–2001–10714, 69 FR 24983, May 5, 2004] 

§ 67.01–20 Prescribing lines of demar-
cation. 

The District Commander sends rec-
ommendations for establishing or 
changing lines of demarcation to the 
Commandant. For the purposes of this 
part, when the Commandant approves 
of additions to or changes in prescribed 
lines of demarcation, such additions or 
changes will be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and will become effec-
tive on the date specified in that publi-
cation. 

[USCG–2001–10714, 69 FR 24983, May 5, 2004] 

§ 67.01–30 Equivalents. 
The use of alternate equipment, ap-

paratus, or installation arrangements 
specified in this part may be permitted 

by the District Commander to such ex-
tent and under such conditions as will 
result in achieving a degree of safety or 
compliance with these regulations 
equivalent to or above the minimum 
requirements set forth in this part. 

Subpart 67.05—General 
Requirements for Lights 

§ 67.05–1 Arrangement of obstruction 
lights. 

(a) Structures having a maximum 
horizontal dimension of 30 feet or less 
on any one side, or in diameter, shall 
be required to have one obstruction 
light visible for 360°. 

(b) Structures having a maximum 
horizontal dimension of over 30 feet, 
but not in excess of 50 feet, on any one 
side, or in diameter, shall be required 
to have two obstruction lights in-
stalled on diagonally opposite corners, 
180° apart, or as prescribed by the Dis-
trict Commander, each light to have a 
360° lens. 

(c) Structures having a horizontal di-
mension of over 50 feet on any one side, 
or in diameter, shall be required to 
have an obstruction light on each cor-
ner, or 90° apart in the case of circular 
structures, or as prescribed by the Dis-
trict Commander, each light to have a 
360° lens. 

(d) Where the overall dimensions of a 
structure require the installation of 
two or more obstruction lights, the 
lights shall all be mounted on the same 
horizontal plane within the limitations 
of height specified in § 67.20–5, § 67.25–5, 
or § 67.30–5, as applicable. 

(e) Lesser structures and piles, pile 
clusters or flare templates, etc., will 
not normally be required to be marked 
by obstruction lights, when they are 
located within 100 yards of a Class ‘‘A’’, 
‘‘B’’ or ‘‘C’’ structure marked by estab-
lished obstruction lights, but they 
shall be marked with red or white 
retro-reflective material, installed as 
prescribed by the District Commander. 

(f) All obstruction lights shall be in-
stalled in a manner which will permit 
at least one of them to be carried in 
sight of the mariner, regardless of the 
angle of approach, until the mariner is 
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